
Pope Francis | Mass of Installation
In the second reading, Saint Paul speaks of Abraham, who, “hoping against hope, believed” (Rom 4:18). 

Hoping against hope! Today too, amid so much darkness, we need to see the light of hope and to be men and 

women who bring hope to others. To protect creation, to protect every man and every woman, to look upon 

them with tenderness and love, is to open up a horizon of hope; it is to let a shaft of light break through the 

heavy clouds; it is to bring the warmth of hope! For believers, for us Christians, like Abraham, like Saint 

Joseph, the hope that we bring is set against the horizon of God, which has opened up before us in Christ. It 

is a hope built on the rock which is God.

To protect Jesus with Mary, to protect the whole of creation, to protect each person, especially the poorest, 

to protect ourselves: this is a service that the Bishop of Rome is called to carry out, yet one to which all of us 

are called, so that the star of hope will shine brightly. Let us protect with love all that God has given us!

Bl. Pope John Paul II | Sunday Angelus, 2003
On her feast day in 2003, Pope John Paul II spoke about St. Maria Goretti at his Sunday Angelus, noting that 

her life provides an exemplary witness of what it means to be "pure of heart."

"What does this fragile but christianly mature girl say to today's young people, through her life and above all 

through her heroic death?" asked the Pope.

"Marietta, as she was lovingly called, reminds the youth of the third millennium that true happiness demands 

courage and a spirit of sacrifice, refusing every compromise with evil and having the disposition to pay 

personally, even with death, faithful to God and his commandments."

Words of | Bl. Miguel Pro
-- We ought to speak, shout out against injustices, with confidence and without fear. We proclaim the 

principles of the Church, the reign of love, without forgetting that it is also a reign of justice. 

-- I believe, O Lord, but strengthen my faith... Heart of Jesus, I love Thee; but increase my love. Heart of Jesus, I 

trust in Thee; but give greater vigor to my confidence. Heart of Jesus, I give my heart to Thee; but so enclose 

it in Thee that it may never be separated from Thee. Heart of Jesus, I am all Thine; but take care of my 

promise so that I may be able to put it in practice even unto the complete sacrifice of my life. 

Words of | Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati
-- "In order to be Christian, our lives must be a continual renunciation and sacrifice. However, we know that 

the difficulties of this world are nothing compared to the eternal happiness that awaits us, where there will 

be no limit to our joy, no end to our happiness, and we shall enjoy unimaginable peace. And so, young people, 

learn from our Lord Jesus Christ the meaning of sacrifice."

"When you are totally consumed by the Eucharistic fire, then you will be able more consciously to thank God, 

who has called you to become part of His family. Then you will enjoy the peace that those who are happy in 

this world have never experienced, because true happiness, oh young people, does not consist in the 

pleasures of this world, or in earthly things, but in peace of conscience, which we only have if we are pure of 

heart and mind."



Words of | Bl. Mother Teresa of Calcutta
The more you have, the more you are occupied, the less you give. But the less you have the more free you 

are. Poverty for us is a freedom. It is not mortification, a penance. 

It is joyful freedom. There is no television here, no this, no that. But we are perfectly happy. 

A sacrifice to be real must cost, must hurt, must empty ourselves. The fruit of silence is prayer, the fruit of 

prayer is faith, the fruit of faith is love, the fruit of love is service, the fruit of service is peace.

Mission of | Love Begins Here
Love Begins Here, an apostolate of the Catholic Diocese of Madison's OEC, works to provide the youth with an 

opportunity to encounter Jesus Christ in a life changing way through weeklong, local Mission Trips where 

they live in Catholic community and continue His work on earth.

To learn more about | Love Begins Here
www.madisoncatholicyouth.com/lbh

www.facebook.com/lovebeginshere

www.twitter.com/lovebeginshere

What might happen in a day on | Love Begins Here?

COME. Wake up. Paint a classroom. Laugh. Pack your lunch. Pray a Rosary. Pull weeds. Make a new 

friend. Have your picture taken a dozen times. Grow closer to Jesus. Sing songs about the work you 

are doing. Prepare dinner for the rest of the group. Brush your teeth. Take a water break. Live like a 

Missionary of Charity. Learn a new card game at the Senior Center. Have epic races in the lake at a 

local state park. Jam out to good music with your car group. Trim bushes. Play a game of ultimate 

spoons. Attend Mass. Enjoy coffee hour. Clean statues. Shower. Scrape paint. Find out something 

new about yourself. Eat breakfast. Learn how to install flooring. Share where you saw God in your day. 

Be inspired by your peers. Pray. Fall asleep. GO.

Get in touch with | Love Begins Here

EMAIL - lbh@straphael.org

http://www.madisoncatholicyouth.com/lbh
http://www.madisoncatholicyouth.com/lbh
http://www.facebook.com/lovebeginshere
http://www.facebook.com/lovebeginshere
http://www.twitter.com/lovebeginshere
http://www.twitter.com/lovebeginshere
mailto:lbh@straphael.org
mailto:lbh@straphael.org


St. Maria Goretti | Biography

One of the largest crowds ever assembled for a canonization—250,000—symbolized the reaction of millions 

touched by the simple story of Maria Goretti.

She was the daughter of a poor Italian tenant farmer, had no chance to go to school, never learned to read 

or write. When she made her First Communion not long before her death at age 12, she was one of the larger 

and somewhat backward members of the class.

On a hot afternoon in July, Maria was sitting at the top of the stairs of her house, mending a shirt. She was 

not quite 12 years old, but physically mature. A cart stopped outside, and a neighbor, Alessandro, 18 years 

old, ran up the stairs. He seized her and pulled her into a bedroom. She struggled and tried to call for help. 

“No, God does not wish it," she cried out. "It is a sin. You would go to hell for it.” Alessandro began striking at 

her blindly with a long dagger.

She was taken to a hospital. Her last hours were marked by the usual simple compassion of the good—

concern about where her mother would sleep, forgiveness of her murderer (she had been in fear of him, but 

did not say anything lest she cause trouble to his family) and her devout welcoming of Viaticum, her last 

Holy Communion. She died about 24 hours after the attack.

Her murderer was sentenced to 30 years in prison. For a long time he was unrepentant and surly. One night 

he had a dream or vision of Maria, gathering flowers and offering them to him. His life changed. When he 

was released after 27 years, his first act was to go to beg the forgiveness of Maria’s mother.

Devotion to the young martyr grew, miracles were worked, and in less than half a century she was canonized. 

At her beatification in 1947, her mother (then 82), two sisters and a brother appeared with Pope Pius XII on 

the balcony of St. Peter’s. Three years later, at her canonization, a 66-year-old Alessandro Serenelli knelt 

among the quarter-million people and cried tears of joy.

Bl. Miguel Pro | Biography
Miguel Pro was born January 13, 1891, at Guadalupe Zacatecas, Mexico. From his childhood, high spirits and 

happiness were the most outstanding characteristics of his personality. The loving and devoted son of a 

mining engineer and a pious and charitable mother, Miguel had a special affinity for the working classes 

which he retained all his life.

At 20, he became a Jesuit novice and shortly thereafter was exiled because of the Mexican revolution. He 

traveled to the United States, Spain, Nicaragua and Belgium, where he was ordained in 1925. Father Pro 

suffered greatly from a severe stomach problem and when, after several operations his health did not 

improve, in 1926 his superiors allowed him to return to Mexico in spite of the religious persecution in the 

country.

The churches were closed and priests were in hiding. Father Pro spent the rest of his life in a secret ministry 

to the sturdy Mexican Catholics. In addition to fulfilling their spiritual needs, he also carried out the works of 

mercy by assisting the poor of Mexico City with their temporal needs. He adopted many disguises to carry 

out his secret ministry. In all that he did, he remained filled with the joy of serving Christ, his King, and 

obedient to his superiors.

Falsely accused in a bombing attempt on the President-elect, Pro became a wanted man. He was betrayed to 

the police and sentenced to death without the benefit of any legal process.



On the day of his death, Father Pro forgave his executioners, prayed, bravely refused the blindfold, and died 

proclaiming "Long Live Christ the King!"

Christ the King, by the intercession of Blessed Miguel Pro, I beg you to answer my prayers. Give me the grace 

and the strength necessary to follow your heroic example and to live my Catholic faith in spite of all 

temptations and adversities. Amen.

Bl. Miguel Pro | Biography
He was born in Turin into a wealthy family, who owned a newspaper called La Stampa. Though an average 

student, Frassati was known among his peers for his devotion and piety.

He was dedicated to works of social action, charity, prayer and community. He was involved with Catholic 

youth and student groups, the Apostleship of Prayer, Catholic Action, and was a third order Dominican. He 

would often say, "Charity is not enough; we need social reform." He helped establish a newspaper entitled 

Momento, whose principles were based on Pope Leo XIII's encyclical: Rerum Novarum.

Despite his family's enormous wealth and power, Frassati's father was austere and never gave his children 

too much spending money. Frassati, however, donated most or all of his money to people he saw as more 

"needy" than him, and as a result he became accustomed to giving his train-fare to the poor and running 

back home or riding in third class.

Despite the many organizations to which Frassati belonged, he was not a passive "joiner"; records show that 

he was active and involved in each, fulfilling all the duties of membership. He was strongly anti-fascist and 

did nothing to hide his political views.

Participating in a Church-organized demonstration in Rome, he withstood police violence and rallied the 

other young people by grabbing the banner which the police had knocked out of someone else's hands. He 

held it even higher while using the pole to ward off their blows. When the demonstrators were arrested by 

the police, he refused special treatment that he might have received because of his father's political 

position, preferring to stay with his friends. One night a group of fascists broke into his family's home to 

attack him and his father, but Frassati beat them off single-handedly chasing them down the street.

Frassati died in 1925 of poliomyelitis. His family expected Turin's elite and political figures to come to offer 

their condolences and attend the funeral; they naturally expected to find many of his friends there as well. 

They were surprised, however, to find the streets of the city lined with thousands of mourners as the 

cortege passed by. Poor people from the city petitioned the Archbishop of Turin to begin the cause for 

canonization. The process was opened in 1932 and he was beatified on 20 May 1990. Blessed Pier Giorgio 

Frassati's feast day is 4 July.

Frassati was called Man of Eight Beatitudes by Pope John Paul II, who beatified him on 20 May 1990.
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