
Staying Connected 

with our College Bound Young Adults

Ideas collected from Regional Gatherings throughout the Diocese of Madison in the spring of 2014.

High School Graduation Season

Graduation Masses + Receptions (Brunch is the most popular!)

- Involve graduating Seniors in the Mass.

- Offer the Mass for their intentions.

- Give a blessing to the graduates.

- Recognize service to the Parish and community given by these seniors .

- Award Senior scholarships or acknowledge other accomplishments.

- Give the graduates gifts, like crucifixes, the Handbook of Prayers for Students, Catechisms, Saint John Paul the Great, 

or other devotional books, to ignite their faith beyond High School.

- Use the Juniors to host the meal or reception.

- Use the Knights of Columbus to help provide food for the meal or reception.

- Help connect graduates to others attending the same school or moving to the same area.

- Provide College Connections information and help students create accounts.

- Gather information about where the graduates are moving to, so you can keep in touch when they are away.

Connecting with Post High School Young Adults

- Collect addresses each fall of where your graduates have landed. This can be done through e-mail with students and 

parents, as well as bulletin announcements.

- Pray for your young adults away from home!

- Be aware of their college schedules and breaks! Ask yourself, when do they need additional support or prayers?

- Always be on the look out for good resources you can share with them via social media and e-mail.

- Remember your young people in the Mass intentions, especially during the beginning of a semester, finals week, and as 

they are preparing to transition home.

- Send care packages to young adults away from home. Ideas of what to package include:

- A handwritten note from the pastor, copied for all the students.

- Notes from school or religious ed kids, perhaps establishing a pen pal like relationship.

- Homemade treats. (Use volunteers, school kids, or religious ed kids!)

- Fun study items, like pens, post it notes, etc.

- Personal care items, like toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, etc.

- Holy cards or small devotional items.

- Invitations to what you have coming up when they are on break from school or work.

- Help college students make the most their breaks.

- Offer college age programming, like bible studies, pizza nights, and mission trips.

- Recruit them to chaperone outings and help lead VBS.

- Invite them to help work your Confirmation retreats.

- Have them speak at RE classes about keeping the faith away from home.

For more information, visit www.madisoncatholicyouth.com or e-mail lindsay.becher@straphael.org.
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